
 

 

	  
	  
 
13th October 2016 
 

 

 
 
 
Dear Stephen, 
 
 
GILLETTE SOUTH  
 
 

The following information summarises the scheme in its current form.  
 

1.0 Site Context 
 
1.1 The Site is a prominent corner plot south and west of the junction of the Great West Road and Syon 

Lane. It is broadly rectangular in shape and is bound by the Great West Road to the north, Syon Lane to 

the east and Northumberland Avenue to the south. 

 

1.2 The Site is vacant and hoarded and has been for a number of years. Previously the Site contained a 

petrol station building, with numerous vehicle access, including one on the apex of the Gillette Corner 

junction, and two office buildings. 

 

1.3 The dominant character of the surrounding area derives from its position at the top of the Great West 

Road, ‘Golden Mile’. The Golden Mile is on a major inter-war arterial route into London and is the base for 

a number of Industrial businesses such as the JC Decaux and Carillion buildings and Headquarter 

buildings, including Glaxo Smith Kline and BskyB. Opposite the site to the east is a Homebase Retail 

warehouse, with the art deco Adini building (not listed) and associated works bounding the site to the 

west. The site is opposite the former Gillette factory, a Grade II Listed Building, which is diagonally 

opposite on the northern side of the Great West Road/Syon Lane junction. The Golden Mile is well known 

as an important grouping of ‘art deco’ buildings. 

  

1.4 Beyond the Adini building to the west, south and south west is an area dominated by housing.  The 

closest residential properties are Nos.19/20 Northumberland Gardens and Nos.2/4 Hexham Gardens. 

These properties are maisonettes, which are orientated so that their flank elevations face the subject site. 
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1.5 The site is located just outside the Great West Road Industrial Business Park as designated in the 

Hounslow Local Plan. It is allocated as a Proposal Site for mixed use development. 

 

1.6 The Site has a PTAL rating of 2, but it should be noted that this increases to 3 directly to the south of the 

Site. Syon Lane Mainline railway station is also less than 220m from the proposed site. Both the H91 and 

H28 bus services are within walking distance. 

 

2.0 The Proposals 
 
2.1 The current proposals are for the comprehensive redevelopment of the site to provide a mixed use 

development that can be described as ‘Proposed redevelopment of the Site to provide a mixed use 

development; comprising of self-storage (B8), Office (B1) and residential uses (C3) with associated 

parking, landscaping and associated works’. 

 

2.2 The final mix and breakdown of uses is to be determined following ongoing pre-application discussions 

with Officers. The proposal currently includes the following: 

 

1. Up to 102 residential units (Private rented sector scheme)  

2. 8,805m2 (GEA) of self-storage space (B8), including three basement levels 

3. 712m2 (GEA) of serviced, flexible office space (B1a). 

4.  44 residential car parking spaces (including 1 car club space) and 9 commercial car parking 

spaces. 

2.3 The Site would be served by a single access from Northumberland Avenue. 

 

2.4 The site would be managed and operated by Access Self Storage, including the residential units. 
 

2.5 The architect’s brief is to deliver a scheme of the highest architectural quality that respects the 

surrounding vernacular and built environment, makes a positive contribution to adjacent heritage assets, 

activates the street scene, enhances the adjacent public realm and creates a high standard of residential 

and office accommodation. The proposal would: 

 

1. Provide much needed additional housing stock, including family units. 

2. Provide affordable housing, subject to viability. 

3. Result in a net increase in employment floorspace, when compared with the existing vacant site. 
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4. Provide affordable workspace. 

5. Provide active frontages animating the Great West Road and Syon Lane on the apex of Gillette 

Corner. 

6. Safeguard the setting of the Grade II Former Gillette Factory. 

7. Enhance the appearance and character of the surrounding area by replacing a hoarded, vacant 

site, with a building characterised by high quality materials and appropriate architecture, following 

careful consideration of the surrounding context.  

8. Maximise the use of this highly sustainable and accessible site. 

9. Provide public realm improvements. 

10. Enhance the environmental/sustainability criteria of the site. 

 

2.6 The Site is allocated as a ‘Proposal Site’ within the Hounslow Local Plan (Site 25) seeking mixed use 

development, including residential and commercial (Light Industrial B1b/c or B8 warehousing) uses. 

 

2.7 A previous proposal at the Site was subject to pre-application discussions. The current proposal has 

come about following further consideration by the Client in discussion with the LPA seeking to ensure that 

re-development optimises the Sites potential, involves appropriate land uses and is characterised by a 

design befitting this prominent junction site, that marks the beginning of the ‘Golden Mile’. 

 

3.0 Summary 
 

3.1 The proposed development will carefully consider the strategic aims of the London Plan and the Local 

Plan for Hounslow and other material considerations and propose a high quality, mixed use, scheme that 

aims to make a valuable contribution to the nature, function and vitality of the area. 

 

3.2 Through carefully considered design and architectural treatment, the proposed development aims to 

safeguard the setting of adjacent heritage assets and local townscape views and represent a high quality, 

appropriate, addition to this prominent Site. 

 

3.3 We trust that you have sufficient information to consider the proposed scheme and look forward to the 

Member presentation on the 20th October. If you require any further information, please contact Sunny 

Desai.  

 

Yours faithfully,  
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DP9 Ltd 
October	  2016	  

	  
	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  

	  


